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" Assist the weak inhabitants," he said, " and weaken the
mighty." Never perhaps in the history of Scotland
had the weak "been so strong. They began to look
on the soldiers under Monk's strict discipline as
the best friends they had. The feuds and brigandage
which had so long distracted the country became entirely
unknown. Trade began to revive: taxes came in
plentifully; and Monk began to lay the foundation
of the rich public treasure without which he considered
no Government was safe.

There being a difficulty about engaging the people in
a foreign- war, Monk encouraged the Cavalier chiefs
to raise troops for service as mercenaries abroad.' But
the King was shrewd enough tp privately forbid it, and
Monk had to fall back upon his other rules for the
prevention of civil strife. The first was the perfection
of the fortresses, the other the attainment so far as
possible of uniformity of religion. The restrictions
which Lilburne had placed upon the Presbyterians
were gradually removed, and the Kirkmen encouraged
at the expense of the sectaries. But while he gave
them complete religious freedom, he was careful to strip
the clergy of all temporal power by forbidding them
the use of excommunication and by suspending the
assemblies of the Kirk.

From Dalkeith Monk governed the country in peace,
attending to almost every detail himself. At first it is
true that occasional plots disturbed his serenity, but his
method of dealing with conspirators was as success-
ful as it was original. It is, moreover, replete with
a grim humour which gives us a new insight into his
character. Such chiefs as fell under suspicion wereined at home were disarmed.nd leave him to      >;
